
Population: 5.1 million

Area: 30,394 Square Miles

Capital City: Edinburgh

Airports: Aberdeen, Dundee, Edinburgh, Glasgow, Inverness

Scotland has since 1707 been a part of Great Britain, together with Northern Ireland, Wales and England. The country is 78 789 square kilometres, and consists of nine regions plus the outer islands of Orkney, Shetland and the Western Isles. The capital of Scotland is Edinburgh wheres Glasgow is the largest city. The distance between these two cities is only 50 km, and in this area lives a large share of the country´s total population of 5 million. When it comes to scenery, Scotland is distinguished from the rest of Great Britain mainly by the mountain scenery, the lochs and brooks and the dramatic coastline. Scotland has Britain´s highest mountain (Ben Nevis, 1343 meters), largest lake (Loch Lomond, 70 sq km) and deepest lake (Loch Ness, 229 meters). Not to mention Britain´s most famous seamonster. 

Scotland´s climate is not quite as bad as one would imagine. It´s certainly better than its reputation. On the other hand Scotland is hardly the country to visit if you´re just looking to get a tan... Generally speaking, the west coast is during summer noticeably wetter, breezier and cooler than the rest of the country. On the Western Isles, a yearly average of 250 to 270 days with mist, rain or snow has been recorded. During the winter though, the western parts of the country is favoured by a milder climate due to the influence of the Gulf Stream. Not even the northernmost parts of Scotland can be sure of snow more than a couple of weeks during winter. 

The industry was previously dominated by heavy industries such as mining, steelworks and shipbuilding. Like so many other countries Scotland has been forced to restructure their industry due to the decreasing number of jobs in the heavy industry. Today much of the manufacturing industry is aimed at electronics and office equipment. The Northern Sea oil industry has also been a significant source for jobs, but in spite of this unemployment is high in Scotland. Farming is dominated by stock and sheep farming in the Highlands and milk production in the south. Fishery is of great importance and around 2/3 of Great Britain´s total catch is landed at scottish ports. Whiskyproduction and tourism are two of today´s rapidly expanding industries. 

